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Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association
CONSTITUTION

The mission of the Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association is to provide students an opportunity to learn about and promote knowledge of the corrections and juvenile justice systems. The organization will provide a means of communication for individuals having an interest in the corrections field and current correctional issues. The Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association will focus on the correctional field of the criminal justice system,

The main objective of the of the American Correctional Association is to increase the knowledge of the correctional aspect of the criminal justice system. The objective includes promoting membership to the American Correctional Association, building an education about the correctional system, and developing relations with other members of the correctional community.

To become a member of the Student Chapter of the American Corrections Association, one must be in good academic standing with the Community College; this does not apply to members not attending the Community College. A member is also required to pay national and chapter dues. Members of the student chapter must become members of the American Correctional Association within thirty days of admission to the  Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association.  All officers of the  Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association must be enrolled students in good standing, academic and disciplinary, with the College.

Members of the the  Student Chapter have participated in the domestic 

violence shelters donations, volunteers with the local soup kitchens and will promote correctional 

professionalism among students at  and promote careers in the criminal 

justic field.

It is the member's responsibility to attend meetings on a regular basis. Role will be taken at the beginning of each meeting to assure that members are active in the organization. It is also the duty of the members to be engaged in the organization's activities.

There are five officers that will serve the  Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association for a term of one academic year. The President shall preside at all meetings and shall appoint leaders to any committees that need to be formed. All other Executive duties not herein delegated shall be the President's responsibility. The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President in the President's absence. The Secretary shall maintain official records of the organization's meetings. The Treasurer shall maintain a complete record of all income and expenses of the chapter and shall pay bills as authorized by the President. Both the President and the Treasurer must sign all checks. The Advisor will serve as a liaison between the students and the faculty as well as a source of guidance and knowledge. The five officers make up what is called the Executive Committee. All members of the Executive Committee must be members of the American Correctional. Association.

Voting for officers will take place at the second meeting of the Fall semester of the academic year. The outgoing President will take nominations at this time. A member of the organization must second nominations. A secret ballot vote will be taken and to be elected, one must receive the majority of the votes. The Advisor will count the ballots. The first elections for officers after the formation of the organization will take place at its second meeting where the Advisor will take nominations. A secret ballot vote will be taken and to be elected, one must receive the majority of the votes. The Advisor will count the ballots.
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In order to remove an elected officer from duty, the issues must be brought to the other three members of the Executive Committee and the advisor. The members of the Executive Committee will confront the officer in question. If the problem remains unresolved, the issues will be brought before the organization. A motion must be made to remove the officer from his or her position and the motion must be seconded. A secret ballot vote will be taken and the Advisor will count the ballots.

The organization has the authority to create any committees when the need

arises. The created committee must serve a legitimate purpose for the organization. The Executive Committee will appoint leaders to the committees.

Any amendments made to the Constitution of the  Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association must be voted on by the organization and passed with full consent of those members present. In order to vote on an amendment, the amendment must be proposed and seconded. The vote for the amendment will be taken by a show of hands.

The Advisor of the  Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association will be an active member off the American Correctional Association and will provide continuity as student leadership changes. The Advisor will also promote good relationships between faculty and students, provide financial supervision when necessary, and will represent the student chapter to the University's faculty and administration.

The highest-ranking officer present will call each meeting of the  Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association to order. The minutes from the previous meeting will be presented, followed by old and new business. The floor will then be opened up to any discussion and/or presentation. The highest-ranking officer will adjourn the meeting.
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This constitution has been ratified by at least two thirds of the membership of the  Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association through a vote. The  Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association will follow all policies and procedures outlined by . The  Student Chapter of the American Correctional Association will meet twice a month during the fall and spring semesters of the year.

DARE to Keep Punishment Just: Alternatives to

Corrections for Drug-Addicted Offenders
by

Lauren Benoist,

Student at Appalachian State University

First Place Student Paper, Undergraduate ACA
Student paper, entitled “DARE to Keep Punishment Just: Alternatives to Corrections for Drug-Addicted Offenders,” examined different correctional options for non-violent drug-involved offenders. Since recent legislation such as mandatory minimum laws and three strike policies, prisons have been inundated with low level offenders, often suffering from drug abuse and/or addiction. To summarize, the paper’s concludes with suggestions for further research on effectiveness of Therapeutic Communities, jail-based treatment settings, post release support, and overall successes of current treatment options in terms of recidivism. A need exists to determine how to make programs accountable for providing services to offenders such as work release, housing, and counseling as well as reducing criminal recidivism. I presented this in a student poster session at the American Correctional Association national conference in New Orleans. It was certainly a whirlwind-from the day brainstormed titles to being awarded first place in the undergraduate division. It was not my intent initially, to win, but rather to present and idea I felt so strongly about to people who cared enough to listen to what I had to say. Overall, the experience was unforgettable and has taught me so much about this avenue of corrections I had previously not been aware of. I will definitely attend the conference in the years to come.
CONGRATULATIONS
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Appalachian State University

 ON WINNING

1ST PLACE IN THE

American Correctional Association

Poster Contest.

